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Miriam Donohoe opts for the five-star comforts of a sumptuous hotel in the city

‘I still miss the bath with the telly overhead’

AM A country-house-hotel
type of girl myself. My ideal
weekend away involves a

set in on the long drive from
Dublin. The G loomed on the
right on the old Dublin road
into Galway. It wasn’t made
clear that we could have driven
to the entrance and have the
urparkedforus;weewunmﬂy
found the

park behind the hotel, wluclus
partohheWeﬂparkretaﬂm

Pretty in pink: inside the Philip Treacy-designed 6 Hotel

But a saving grace was that
the front of the hotel overlooks

AtankofCounemma bred
seahorses greeted us in the
black marble lobby, which was
dark and dimly lit. Staff were
warm and friendly, and we
were checked in in no time.

We were then treated
to the flamboyance for which
the G is renowned. Three
themed lounges on the ground
floor all led into each other,

linked by a raspberry-coloured
carpet. The Grand Salon was
the most subtle, with white and
taupe colours, and masses of

huge glass baubles hmgmg
ceiling. Hmm

isn'tsoloud. . lcuruldcnpe
withl‘.h.is,lthought.

This lounge led to the Pink
Salon, and then it clicked why
the would come in
handy. It shouted disco chic,

white-and-black carpet.

The third adjoining salon
was the Blue Lounge - a bit
more sombre and male -
leading into the wine bar,
where we had some lovely
gdmnﬂ'mcktnﬂslaterunm

; Feelmg lhtﬂemedmyafterom'

Pink Room for a drink before
joining friends in the wine bar
before dinner. Warning: dress
up when you are having a drink
in the G, as it seemed that all of
Ireland’s bright and beautiful
young things were collected
here.

The approach to design in
the restaurant was carried
through with banquettes in
deep-purple velvet.

It offered a contemporary
menu under the stewardship of
award-winning chef Stefan
Matz. We couldn’t fault the
meal.

The real highlight of the

weekend was the spa, setina
zen garden with several
treatment rooms, beauty
su:tesmdathernpelmc
black-stone

young couples.
Atthehelghtoftheboom itis
qunehkelythatﬂleumndm

afford to go to for a bit of
without ing the bank.

th:%}iotelehwandmw
hankered after

country-house-style drawing
rooms. The colours that had

coffee and a newspaper before
departure, I thought to myself,
I could get used to this. I even
felt like one of the cool people.
And I still miss the bath with
the telly overhead.

M G Hotel, Wellpark, Galway,
091-865200, www.theghotel.ie.
The G has a three-night deal

costing €340 per couple,
including

nights' B&B, a three-course
dinner in the Matz and a visit to
the spa costs €445
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